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On Scene Investigation

On 07-22-07, at approx. 0130 hrs., I was notified via telephone of a fatal traffic crash that occurred on
Andrews Ave. Myself and Off. M. Lee responded, as well as Off. R. Mauldin from the Crime Lab. Upon
arrival, I took control of the scene from D/S G. Skattery. Off. B. Gaitanis was the beat officer assigned to
the crash, and completed the original OH-1. YFD was dispatched and arrived on scene prior to my arrival.

I observed a light colored Chevy Silverado pickup truck, bearing OH registration “LEINAD” in the grassy
arca on the cast side of Andrews Ave. The truck was rosting on its left side. Furthcr inspection revealed
that 2 M/W subject, later ID’d as Cononico, Daniel A had been partially ejected during the crash, and his
head had been crushed by the driver’s side door front pillar. Rural Metro EMS arrived on scene, and
verified that Mr. Cononico was deceased at the scene. Investigator Rick Jamrozik responded from the
Coroner's office.

Following the initial visual inspection of the scene, photos were taken by Off. Mauldin. The truck was
raised up slightly by Ludt’s Towing, and the deceased was removed by the coroner’s removal team.
Measurements were then completed by myself and Off. Lee. The truck was then removed from the scene
by Ludt’s, with an accident investigation hold pending further inspection.

There were no witnesses to the crash, so at that time, all officers cleared the scene.

Myself and Inv. Jamrozik proceeded to 3473 Cardinal Dr. in Liberty to make a notification. Upon arrival
there, we spoke with James Cononico, the deceased’s brother, and advised him of the crash., James advised
us that Daniel did not reside at that address, but lived with an aunt. James advised that he would notify the
rest of the family, and after we provided our contact information, we cleared the scene.

Andrews Ave. at the location of the crash is a well traveled asphalt surface, with lanes, proceeding
generally north-south. The area is well lighted with sireet lights, which were functioning at the time of
emergency response. There were well defined tire scuffs on the roadway, as well as obvious ruts and
gouges in the grassy area on the cast side of the roadway. Preliminary visual inspection of the truck at the
scene revealed functional damage to the left side, with no apparent damage to the right side of the truck.

Post-crash follow-up

I'had the opportunity to speak with a Sgt. Anthony Leshnack, the son of the aunt that Daniel was staying
with Mr. Leshnack advised that Daniel has addiction problems, and was not working anywhere. In fact,
his family was going to kick Daniel out of the house soon. Leshnack also advised that he spoke with
Damiel just prior to the crash, and spoke with several people in an attempt to determine what Daniel had
been doing prior to the crash. Leshnack stated that Daniel had called him from The Brick House ( Gibson
St. @ Poland Ave) , where he had gone to speak with his girlfriend, Zalner, Lisa, Apparently Ms. Zalner
was an exotic dancer at that location, and Daniel was attempting to pay her money so she did not have to
work there anymore. Daniel then left the Brick House and returned to Master’s Bar in Liberty, where he
was prior to going to the Brick House. According to Leshnack, Daniel was attempting to borrow more
money to “buy out” Ms. Zalner. Daniel then called a subject, known as “Steve Willis, ” from Master’s Bar,
and asked him to go buy some cocaine. It is unknown whether this purchase was successful, and it appears
that Daniel may have been going back to the Brick House at the time of the crash,

It is unknown at the time of this report whether Daniel was impaired at the time of the crash. Debris
ejected from the truck at the time of the crash included a box of Chore Boy copper scrubbing pads, as well
as metal and plastic tubing (inside the Chore Boy box). These materials are commonly used in the smoking
of crack cocaine. An inventory of the truck discovered no contraband, and no narcotics were found in hig

clothing.

An in-depth examination of the track was conducted on 08-02-07 by myself. I noted no damage to the
night side or rear of the truck. The left side of the truck was damaged, however not severely. The driver’s
side mirror was broken, and dents were noted along the entire lefi side. The left front tire was popped off
the rim, and significant scrapes were noted along the edge of the rim. The gas filler door was bent towards
the front of the truck. There was dirt and grass in the gap between the left door and front fender, as well as




scrapes on the lower front section of the door. There were also scratches noted on the left fromt comer of
the bumper,

Crash Synopsis

Based on the physical evidence at the scene, the circumstances of the crash appear to be: The Chevy
Silverado driven by Mr. Cononice was proceeding S/B on Andrews Ave., when for an unkrown reason, he
lost control of the vehicle, leaving a noticeable tire scuff, crossed left of center, struck the curb on the left
(vast) side of the roadway, struck a chain link fence, then overturned. Mr. Cononico was unrestrained, and
was partially ejected during the roll-over, then crushed as the vehicle rolled onto its left side.

Speed Calculation

The speed of the truck was calculated utilizing the tire scuff on the roadway. Using the measured chord
of 50 fest and the middle ordinate of 1foot 7 inches, the radius of the scuff mark was calculated as 198.2
feet. Using a range of drag factors (published in SAE paper 830612-Friction Applications in Accident
Reconstruction) for traffic polished asphalt of .45 to .63, the speed of the track was calculated at 36 mph to

43mph.
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OHIO TRAFFIC ACCIDENT — DIAGRAM/NARRATIVE CONTINUATION OH-2 (Rev. 1/82)
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Field Measurement Key | Youngstown Police Departme
: Accident Investigation Unit
(330) 742-8946

: or og«///’r’
Accident Location: - - s ’7/ g[oc/(_ m{ /OGS Age ————
Date & Time: D7?-22-0F B 0/22 shs Measurements By: 2B Dé—:duwmu /M (e
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Measurements -
Strest; ' Direction: to . No. of Lanes '
Lane Width 1) 2 a3 4) 5) 6) 7) 8) |
Street; , - Direction: to No. of Lanes
Lane Width 1) 2) 3) 4) 5) 6) 7) 8)
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